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May General Meeting is Tuesday, 7:00 pm, May 22, at the Sedona Library off of Dry Creek Road in West Sedona.
Guests are always welcome. The Board of Directors meets at 5:00 pm the day before the General Meeting, also at
the library. Any members are welcome to attend and participate with input.

MAY PROGRAM

Safety and First Aid for Rock Hounds
Presented by LINDA YEE

Anyone who considers themselves a rockhound needs to
think about what might happen on a field trip, in the shop,
at a meeting, or at a rock show. This information was in
the Rocky Mountain Federation Newsletter nearly 30 years
ago, and is still applicable today:

fiEach club should have a safety Chair-person responsible
for safety precautions at ALL club functions€&each club
should provide its members with some instruction in

yrst aidétreatment for heat prostration, frostbite, burns,
choking, heart attack, sprains, fractures, and shocke&d

The article went on to say that special areas for safety
concerns are on field trips, at meetings, and at rock shows.
We will begin by covering important safety topics at our
next meeting.

If you don’t have a first aid kit that you carry in your car,
and you are not exactly sure what to do if you or someone
else falls, gets a snake bite, gets dizzy and faints after
hiking in the heat out in the middle of nowhere, come to
our next meeting and become informed.

Copies of safety information from the American Federation
of Mineral Society’s Safety Committee and the Rocky
Mountain Federation will be available, as well as a list of
items to have in your first aid kit, and where you can take a
CPR class (there have been changes during this last year).

The meeting will be presented by Linda Yee RN and a fire-
fighter paramedic from the Sedona Fire Department. Linda
is a Certified Emergency Nurse with 25 years experience
in the Emergency Department and a candidate for the
American Academy of Emergency Nurses.

OO

Remembrance Report

April has been a busy month for sending remembrance
cards. Our newsletter editor, extroadinaire, Marge
Herkenham, continues her journey of healing, as a trail
of cards have followed her from the Verde Valley Medical
Center, to the Rehab Hospital in Prescott Valley, and
recently to Kachina Point Rehab Center, where she
resides presently. Let’'s hope her next move will be

back home. Mend well, Marge.

Marge can be contacted at 928-203-8693, Room 231-A

Remembrances have also gone out to Ken Brungraber, a
past president of the club, who was hospitalized at VVMC
for over two weeks. And heartfelt sympathy was sent to
Doris Banks, whose sister Margaret Huss, passed away
in Denver April 14th.

They were the daughters of Dr. H.H. Nininger and Mrs.
Addie Nininger, who endowed the Nininger Science of
Meteroritics Fund to the Center for Meteorite Studes at
Arizona State University.

Contact Bernice Brown regarding anyone needing
remembrance.

Phone: 282-4921 or Email: beeline@commspeed.net
Also, a card of thanks was sent to Linda Yee for all her
planning and arranging for the wonderful field trip by bus
to ASU and the Mineral and Mining Museum. A super time
was had by all thirty of us. Bravo!!

The Cookie Break

Last month, refreshments were organized by Judy Feld-
man and Marge Swartz. Cookies were provided by Rita
Topp, Barb Schultz, Jean Duncan, and Karen Perry.
Cookies and refreshments for the May meeting will be
provided by Judy Feldman, Marge Swartz, Ann Crossland,
Sally Kasner, and Mary Montgomery. Thanks ladies!

DON’T FORGET! THE MAY MEETING WILL BE ON THE 4TH
TUESDAY THIS MONTH INSTEAD OF THE 3RD, MAY 22ND!
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Notes From The President
by Kelly Quester

months with lots going on. First of all, you wouldn’t be
reading this newsletter (or last month’s either) had it not
been for the Herculean efforts of Patti Polk with assistance
from Ed Hodges and Rose Marie Leicher. There aren’t
enough ways to say thank you. It is a huge job.

Marge Update: One of my greatest fears when taking
over as president was that something might happen

to Marge Herkenham, the producer of our world class
Red Rocking News. | was nervous when she told me
she would be four-wheeling it down in Mexico but she
came back safe and sound. Whew! But home can be a
dangerous place and, as many of you know, she took a
tumble and did some serious harm. She’s on the mend
now and recuperating at Sedona Winds Assisted Living.
You can reach her at 203-8693 or visit her in room 231A.
Word is she’s in good spirits and would love company.

Help Wanted: Plans for the annual show and sale in
October are coming along. We still need someone to join
our planning committee who would be willing to take over
the food concession. Linda Yee has done it for the past
few years but she’s the show coordinator (along with Pat
McMahan) and really has her hands full. It’s not a big job
but it is important and Linda can help you through the
process. You'll also have helpers during the show and all
of us starving folks will adore you!!! Call me if you can
help: Kelly 203-9372

Rocks Wanted: A past member had a wonderful display
of specimens (natural and cut and polished) from our
area. Unfortunately, they went with him when he left. I'd
like to see us recreate something similar for our annual
show. It would be a great way to entice new members and
could help draw people to the club’s information booth.

| would appreciate any samples anyone may have.
Please identify them, general area where they were found,
and put your name on them. If there’s someone out there
who could put it all together in a nice display, I'd love to
hear from them.

Rocks for Sale: | know your first thought is that here’s

an opportunity to acquire more rocks. Sorry...just the
opposite. We're asking you to bring rocks for our annual
show and sale. Here’s your chance to pare down. | know
what you're thinking — fat chance! What we’re asking is
that everyone contribute one nice specimen to the club’s
sales booth. Please note | said nice. | know we all have
some that we’d love to get rid of. Pass those along to Mary
Jane Cooke for the kid’s area. Please bring your rocks to
the annual picnic.

Annual Picnic: And speaking of our annual pot luck picnic,
it will be Saturday, June 6 at Pat McMahan’s home in
Cottonwood. There will be a sign-up sheet and directions at
our next meeting.

Next Meeting: And, speaking of our next meeting, we've
had to move it from the third Tuesday to the fourth Tuesday
due to a book sale at the library. So, we’ll be meeting May
22!

Ofxt gspn uif FEVLTIPO LPSOFS
by Vivian Hilker

On April 22nd Jim Johnson held his second class to accomodate
those who could not make the first, which was much appreciated.
He reports that five members attended the first class and there
were three of us on that sunny Sunday afternoon. He was well
prepared with many types of tumblers working and he stopped
each of them to show us the contents, the polishing media used,
and how they looked when they were washed. He had a display
of polished glass in a vase, which was beautiful, demonstrating
the beauty of what one would usually throw away. He also had
samples of gemstone jewelry made from stones he had polished.
| know that | speak for other members when | say that we
appreciate the sharing of his time and talents with us, inspiring us
to explore this enriching hobby. Thanks Jim!

| spoke to Cliff Montogmery and he will let those who signed up
with him to know when he will hold his class. His phone number
is: 204-9566. Call him if you are interested in his gemstone egg
demonstration. He will give you directions to his home. Also, do
not forget to mail him your $5 fee to ensure a place in his class.
His address is: 127 Destry, Cottonwood, AZ. | am waiting for
return calls from the other instructors who may be out of town.
When | hear from them, | will share their phone numbers with you.
| spoke with Lisa Hering of The Alley Cat, and she has a regular
Basic Beading Class on Saturdays, 1-2:30pm. The fee is $10 and
you will learn how to make a pendant and earrings during the
class, and can stay longer to work on them. Call her to register
and find out what tools you have that you can bring with you, or
choose to use the tools available at the class. Her phone number
is: 821-0687.

In closing, | would encourage those of you who have benefitted
from classes you have attended, to share your experiences with
others during our monthly meeting. Let me know before the
meeting, so | can call on you at report time. Also, please extend
the courtesy of letting our instructors know if you cannot make a
class you have signed up for. | know that they would appreciate it.
See you at the next meeting or in one of the classes.

May Field Trip

The field trip for May will be to Grapevine Canyon on
Saturday, May 26th.

Details will be available at the meeting, or you can
contact Pat McMahan at 300-8333.
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Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
General Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, April 17, 2007
Sedona Public Library

President Kelly Quester began the business meeting at 7pm.
Five guests were present in addition to approximately 55 mem-
bers.

Business meeting topics
« To start the meeting, Kelly read some entertaining entries on

the topic “Some Surefire Signs You’re a Rockhound....”
from the web page http://www.rockhounds.com/rockshop/me-

«  Kelly gave the last call for membership renewal in time to be
included in the membership roster. Each member will receive
a hard copy of the roster. It will not be electronically distrib-
uted. Notify Rose Marie Licher if you do not want personal
information such as a phone number or email address to be
included.

+  Two new members joined and one member renewed during
the evening.

«  Treasurer Ray Cooke reported that the balance is $17619.
A detailed report is available for members to review.

Remembrances

. Remembrance Committee Chairperson, Bernice Brown,
asked members to sign a get well card for Newsletter Editor
Marge Herkenham as she recuperates in a rehab hospital in
Prescott.

+ Aget well card was sent to Ken Brungraber, who has been
hospitalized for 2 weeks.

+ Dick Clay thanked Club members in person for their thoughts
and cards as he was able to attend his first meeting in 5
months.

Newsletter

«  Kelly expressed the Club’s appreciation for the cooperative
efforts made by Patti Polk, Ed Hodges and Rose Marie Licher
in rapidly publishing and distributing the April newsletter dur-
ing Marge Herkenham'’s absence.

+  Kelly reported to the membership that the Board approved
webmaster Patti Polk’s request to increase the space for the
website by 1 gigabyte. This will allow centralization of infor-
mation, including accumulation of materials for production of
the newsletter.

Scholarship and Community Outreach
*  Mary Jane Cooke (Chair) and Linda Kappel will participate

in a committee on potential uses of the Club’s monies in ad-
dition to the current $1000 college scholarship. Some of the
ideas are additional college scholarships and/or community
outreach activities such as supporting a Future Rockhounds
of America group, installing a rock display at the new Forest
Ranger station or funding a lab for members.

«  Mary Jane noted that the $1000 scholarship will be awarded
at an awards ceremony at the high school on May 15.
Members should consider attending to congratulate the re-
cipient of our scholarship.

Sedona Gem and Mineral Show

Kelly asked members to volunteer for key leadership positions
for the Club’s Gem and Mineral Show, which is scheduled for
October 27 and 28. These positions include the food booth,

signage, and the raffle. Members were encouraged to bring do-
nations for the club booth to the June picnic at Pat McMahan’s
house.

FIELD TRIPS

ASU Center for Meteorite Studies on April 26

A flyer was available at the General Meeting with information
about the field trip. The bus will depart from Sedona Safeway
parking lot at 8:00 am followed by a pickup in Cottonwood. Thirty
members have signed up by April 17.

The April 21 petrified wood field trip was cancelled.

As members of the 10-club Coalition of Rock Clubs, the SGMC is
expected to organize a field trip each year. Pat McMahan put forth
considerable effort to organize our field trip, first to the recently
closed Paulsell Ranch then a substitute trip to the Hatch Ranch in
Holbrook. Unfortunately, the stockpile of petrified wood was sold
out by the Hatch family so the substitute field trip had to be can-
celled, too.

Maps
+  Several new members and guests asked about the club’s

policy regarding maps to rockhounding sites. Kelly and Pat
advised new members to participate in field trips to learn
about the Club’s favorite sites as the Club does not wish to
publish maps on the internet.

*  The book, Gem Trails of Arizona, gives directions to some
publicly-known sites. Talk with experienced rockhounds in the
Club regarding sites listed in the book.

Education

In Vivian Hilker’s absence, Kelly reported to the membership that
the Board voted to retain the $5.00 fee for member-led classes.
The registration fee ensures attendance by registrants. It is to be
paid in advance directly to the instructor rather than to the Club.
The instructor will inform students if there are any additional lab
fees.

Break

+  Refreshments were organized by Judy Feldman and Marge
Swartz. Cookies were provided by Rita Topp, Barb Schultz,
Jean Duncan, and Karen Perry.

+  Members displayed interesting examples of rocks, minerals
and fossils.

Program
* Aslide program on fossils, including dinosaurs, was present-

ed by guest speaker Gael Summer. Gael described her 25
years of experience in fossil hunting, cleaning, and prepara-
tion for display.

*  Gael also brought over forty examples of beautiful fossils for
members to examine.

Raffle

Pat McMahon described raffle items while Ev and Brian Orsborn
handed out the prizes. Thanks to Dick Moore for identifying the
minerals and fossils.

President Kelly Quester thanked all members who quickly put
away chairs and tables at the end of the meeting.

General Meeting Minutes submitted by Secretary Janet Walters,
4/25/2007
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Reprinted from an article forwarded by Joan Owen to Patti Polk,
Written by Dena Kuhn

These photos are of the Cueva de Cristales found in the
Naica Mine in Chihuahua, Mexico. They are Selenite
crystals (gypsum) and are the largest crystals ever
discovered. They are embedded 1000 feet down in a
limestone host rock where mining for lead, zinc and silver
was taking place.

| got the chance to see that this past year. We wrangled

a tour of the Naica mine from Penoles and got into the
Cueva de Cristales. That had to rank as one of the most
spectacular things that I've ever seen in my life. The room
you see here is kept completely sealed. The temperature
inside is 140-150 degrees F. Humidity is 100%. That
means that when you come in from the ambient mine
temperature everything that is made of glass fogs over from
condensation. After 4 or 5 minutes your clothes are soaked.
After about 10 minutes you have to leave before you go
down with heat stroke.

There have been a couple of teams of photographers
(Smithsonian, National Geographic) to visit the mine, solely
to photograph the Cueva de Cristales.

They wore water-cooled suits so they could stay inside
longer, and had low-temp ovens so they could heat their
gear prior to entering to prevent the condensation. Pretty
tough conditions ... but they got photos that tourists could
never get. The crystals are for real. In a couple of the shots
the photographer used a wide-angle lens and it gives the
appearance that the room is bigger than it really is. It was
approximately 40-50 feet across.

Crystals bigger around than tree trunks! Certainly a tick-
mark on the life’s list of cool things to see!!

Can you imagine seeing crystals this size? Wow!!!

1'tmd Onskthj Ohbmhb

Our annual June potluck picnic is coming up soon, June
9th at 11:00 AM, at Pat McMahan’s house in Cottonwood.
Details will be available at the May meeting.

Directions to Pat McMahan’s house are:

From West Sedona take Hwy. 89 A west about 23 miles to
Hwy. 260 in Cottonwood. At Hwy. 260 (stoplight) turn left
and go 1.8 miles to the 3rd signal which is Del Rio.

Turn left at Del Rio and go one tenth-mile to the first left
which is Cortez. Turn left on Cortez and bear hard left also
one-tenth mile to a stop sign which is Cayuse. On Cortez
you will be tempted to go straight or right which will get
you lost. So bear hard left on Cortez to Cayuse. At Cayuse
turn right and go down hill toward the river five-tenths mile
to a stop sign which is Comanche. You're just about there.
At Comanche turn left and go 200 feet to El Paso Dr. At El
Paso turn right and go to the end where pavement turns

to grey gravel. This is Pat’s gravel driveway. Turn right
onto the gravel and park or park on the paved street. Enter
through the grey wrought iron gate. Please close the gate
as friendly dogs will be inside the gate.

The address is: 3550 E. El Paso Dr., Cottonwood, and Pat
can be contacted at: 928-300-8333.

Note To Members

Please remember to bring your donations for the club show
booth to the June picnic at Pat McMahan’s house.

Above, last years’ picnic was a great success!
Photo courtesy of Bob Yee.

DON’T FORGET! THE MAY MEETING
WILL BE ON THE 4TH TUESDAY THIS
: MONTH INSTEAD OF THE 3RD!

: MARK YOUR CALENDAR, MAY 22ND!
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2007 Scholarship Award
by Mary Jane Cooke, Scholarship Chair

Maxwell Weaver, Senior at SRRHS, will be awarded our Annual $1000 Scholarship at the H.S. gym on May 15th at 6:30 PM by Rose
Marie Licher, a long time friend of the family.

| need to know who else in the Club might attend with me, as the School prints up name tags. The ceremony is very well done with
shacks, white tablecloths and entertainment provided by the students.

It is very rewarding to witness the students’ joy as they accept scholarships from the many contributing town businesses and
organizations, including the Gem and Mineral Club.

If you know of anyone else who would like to put up a Club Showing, please send me their names.

Also at the awards night, Max’s Air Force liaison officer, Lt. Col John Sullivan will be coming to give a speech about the Air Force
Academy appointment process that Max went through to earn his appointment as a 2007 Presidential Scholar.

Then [J

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION NEWS

FOR RELEASE May 2, 2007
Media Contact: David Thomas 202-401-1579 Program Contact: Melissa Apostolides 202-205-0512

MAXWELL WEAVER OF SEDONA, ARIZ., NAMED 2007 PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR

U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings today announced the selection of Maxwell G. Weaver, of Sedona,
Ariz., who attends Sedona Red Rock High School in Sedona, as a 2007 Presidential Scholar.

Weaver is one of 141 outstanding American high school seniors that have demonstrated exceptional academic
achievement, artistic excellence, leadership, citizenship, and service at school and in their community. The
Presidential Scholars will be honored for their accomplishments in Washington, D.C., from June 23 to 27.

fiThe 2007 Presidential Scholars represent the great gift we have in our nationds youth,0 Spellings said. iTheir
academic achievement and their spirit of leadership and service will ensure their success in the 21st century
knowledge economy. They exemplify the standard of excellence that we are striving for in all our schools across the
United States, and their skills, energy and innovation will enable America to set a competitive pace in our changing
world.0

Weaver is focused on a career in the Armed Services and is called fian ardent patrioto by his teachers. He has been
involved in Search and Rescue and the Cadet Color Guard, and he has served as cadet commander for the Civil Air
Patrol. Weaver is a member of the student executive board, and varsity soccer, track and baseball teams. He has held
various student government positions and acts as president for the math team. He is active in volunteer and church
work.

The teacher chosen for recognition by Weaver was Robert Murphy, of Sedona, Ariz.

MORE
FIELD TRIP
FUN!!!

APRIL 2007

On the bus. Looks like fun to me! The group at the Mars Space Flight Facility.
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MEMBER’S NIGHT

from Linda Yee

Members’ Night will be held on September 18" this year
and it isn’t too soon to start thinking about what you can
bring to this traditional Club meeting. We will be looking for
3 or 4 people to give 10 minute presentations on what they
have done related to their rock hounding hobby.

This could be telling about an exciting rock hunting trip, a
special lapidary project, an acquisition to your collection,
or a visit to a special museum. This is a time for members
to share their knowledge and experiences with the rest

of the Club. If anyone plans to go to the Rocky Mountain
Federation’s get-together in Roswell, New Mexico in June,
we’d love to hear about it.

In addition, members can bring items for any of the
following tables:

CLASS DISPLAY TABLE: Features items that you made
in a class. Include your name.

SALES TABLE: Will show specimens, crafts, tools, and
equipment to sell. Please have items priced and labeled.
IDENTIFICATION TABLE: For those “unknown”
specimens that you would like to have identified by a Club
expert.

BRAGGING TABLE: For special items such as unique
specimens, carvings, or jewelry. Include your name and a
brief description of the item.

Upcoming Events

5/22/07: Linda Yee; Rockhound First Aid and Rock Hunting
Emergency Care.

6/9/07: Annual Pot Luck Picnic at Pat McMahan’s house in
Cottonwood.

9/18/07: Member’s Night.

10/9/07: Program TBA.

10/27 & 28/07: Sedona Gem & Mineral Show

11/20/07: Paul Lindberg.

12/4/07: Annual Holiday Party at St. Andrews Episcopal Church.

APRIL FIELD TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

Over 30 club members enjoyed the Field Trip to ASU’s
Center for Meteorite Studies, the Mars Facility, and the
Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum on April 26". We
boarded a big tour bus and were met at ASU by the
Director of the Center for Meteorite Studies, Dr. Meenakshi
(Mini) Wadhwa. We learned about the Center and the
work done by the faculty, students, and researchers. Dr.
H.H. Nininger, father of our member, Doris Banks, was
remembered and we met the latest recipient of the Nininger
Award, Nicolas Ouellette. We toured “the vault” where Dr.
Carleton Moore told us about the hundreds of meteorites
stored in boxes, shelves, and drawers. \We admired the
Springwater meteorite that was found by Dr. Nininger, and
recently adopted by Bob and Linda Yee. We also marveled
at the large fossils, minerals, gems, and meteorites in the
Geology Museum. One of the largest and most beautiful
fan and fish fossils was prepared by new member, Gael
Summer, who gave our program last month.

After lunch we walked across campus to the Mars Space
Flight Facility where we saw one of the Mars Rovers

and learned about the work ASU is doing with space
exploration.

Then it was on to the Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum
in Phoenix. Congratulations to the diligent members who
completed their Scavenger Hunt questionnaire! We were
impressed with the thousands of specimens on display

at the Museum, and some were seen making many
purchases in the gift shop.

We were back in Sedona a little after 6pm, a little bit tired,
but a lot more informed about rocks, minerals, meteorites,
and Mars. We are ready to go on another trip! Where shall
we go?!l by Linda Yee

In the vault with Carleton Moore.

FIELD TRIP PHOTOS

In the fossilized jaws of a shark!
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May Coalition Trip

There will be a a coalition trip sponsored by the Payson Rimstoners on May 17-22nd. Please contact Lynne Wheeler for info before
May 17 at home: 928-472-7170. Lynne will be dry camping at the site listed on the map - 3.4 miles W. on FR 461 off of “67".

Fieldtrips leave at 8:30 AM sharp from there - It is a BIG flat area for dry camping - room for motor homes, trailers, tents, etc. Lynne’s
cell phone is: 928-978-4062 & it will be on with an extended antenna hoping for reception! Lynne will arrive up there by 3PM Thursday
(May 17th) afternoon. Lynne has a 23’ Starcraft Toyhauler trailer and a 2006 Copper colored Expedition SUV; she will set up and be
there hoping others will join her! Bring firewood if you want a fire at dry camp area & layer clothing; it may be cold at night and early AM.
REMEMBER

Wear your name badges please - nice to know your names and clubs represented.

Bring lawn chairs and BYOB DO NOT DRINK & DRIVE PLEASE

I

— s, _-:?'.u. —
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MAY 2007 JULY 2007

May 27- 28 12th Annual Gem & Mineral Show July 6-8 21st Annual Show

Pinetop-Lakeside, AZ. Blue Ridge Jr. High (gym & Café) Flagstaff Gem & Mineral Society; Little America Hotel,
1200 W. White Blvd., Lakeside, AZ Butler Ave. and I-40 (exit 198).

Sponsored by: White Mt. Gem & Mineral Club Fri. 11-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, children under
Admission: $2:00, students under 12 free. 12 free; Rough rock, gemstone, minerals, jewelry, beads,
Parking: Free. Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. crystals, fossils, tools, equipment, door prizes.

Show Chairperson: Sandra Angelo: (928) 537-2524 Contact Val Latham at: (602) 466-3060

Dealers Contact: Nanz Marshall: (928) 537-2524 E-mail: dstuart@bmol.com

AUGUST 2007

Aug 3- 5 4th Annual Gem & Mineral Show

Prescott, AZ. Prescott Gem & Mineral Club; Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Activity Center;
3700 N. Willow Creek Rd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4.

Adults $2, children 12 and under free. Fine jewelry, beading components, mineral specimens,
tools, equipment, lapidary rock.

Contact Larry Jackson, P.O. Box 3923, Chino Valley, AZ 86323, (928) 636-9188

e-mail: Ipjack65@cableone.net.

Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3284
Sedona, AZ 86340




