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October General Meeting is Wednesday, 7:00 pm, October 14, at the Sedona Library off of Dry Creek Road in West Sedona.
Guests are always welcome. The Board of Directors meets at 5:00 pm the day before the General Meeting, also at the library.

Any members are welcome to attend and participate with input.

OCTOBER PROGRAM
Petrified Wood Expert Walt Wright

We are pleased to host Walt Wright, of Brea, Calif., a fore-
most expert in paleobotany (the study of fossil plants) and
owner of one of the world’s largest collections of petrified
wood, as our program speaker this month.

Walton (Walt) Wright is an Educator/Botanist/Ecologist/
Paleontologist /Geologist and Paleobotanist. It was Walt’s
mother, with a PhD in science and math, who gave him his
first piece of petrified wood at the age of 10. The rest, as
they say, is history.

Walt has worked for the U.S. Forest Service and the
University of California. He has been a consultant for vari-
ous government agencies and has done extensive writing
in the field of petrified woods. He wrote a chapter on the
Triassic Chinle Formation on fossil woods in 2002, and the
“Secrets of Petrified Plants” in both English and German.
He holds a Bachelor of Science from California State
University at Fullerton and a degree of Master of Science
from the University of California at Riverside.

Walt is a national speaker and is booked several months
in advance. He has conducted petrified wood identification
seminars for the past 15 years and lectures at gem & min-
eral shows, rock clubs and other forums. He is a member
of the North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society.

Please help us welcome Walt Wright to Sedona. He will

not only be our guest speaker at the club meeting but will
also hold daily seminars and be available for petrified wood
identification at our Gem & Mineral Show, October 17" and
18%.
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OCTOBER MEETING DATE CHANGE!

Just a reminder that the October meeting will not only be held
the second week of the month (instead of the third) but also on
Wednesday instead of Tuesday. Please make special note of the
October meeting: Wednesday, October 14, 2009. Also the board
meeting will be held the day before the regular meeting, Tuesday
the 13th, instead of Monday.

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP

The field trip this month will be to our annual Rock Show &
Sale on Saturday, Oct.17th & Sunday, Oct. 18th. Additional
information will be available at the October meeting, or
contact Pat McMahan at 300-8333.

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS from Pat McMahan

Oct. 17-18 Sedona Gem and Mineral Club Show - All the
rocks you would ever want - and FUN too!!!

Nov. 21 Bloody Basin - Moss and plume agate.
Dec. 30-31 Quartzsite camp out with Coalition Members,
Desert Gardens and Tyson Wells shows - Maybe even

more things than our show!

Jan. 20 Quartzsite QIA POW WOW - Likely more things
than our show...

Feb. 10-12 Tucson Show Tour - Definitely more things than
our show!

Mar. 20-21 Burro Creek - Purple agate, dendritic agate,
pastelite, and more.

April 24 Holbrook with Sedona sponsored Coalition trip -
Petrified wood.

May 22 Grey Mountain - Mokie balls, (not what you think!),
Agate, petrified wood.

REMEMBRANCE

Harold Doty, a longtime member of our club, passed
away on September 12th due to a massive stroke.
Harold is survived by his wife of 23 years, June, who
has also been an active and valued member of our
club for many years. Our hearts go out to June, and
Harold will be greatly missed.
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Upcoming Programs

October: Walt Wright - Petrified Wood
November: Anna Dometrivec - Pseudomorphs
December: Christmas Party

Our Club puts out its annual Roster of members
(addresses, phone numbers and email addresses) in
April. Any members who do not have a roster and want
one can contact Rose Marie Licher at 284-9105 or
rmlicher@esedona.net.
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CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS FOR SEDONA GEM AND MINERAL SHOW

Hello Everyone,

The Show is just around the corner, and there is so much to be done for it to be successful. Please reserve Saturday, October 17
(10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.), and Sunday, October 18" (10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.). Our Show is returning to Sedona Red Rock High School.
We've stepped up our advertising this year; most of the surrounding newspapers, rock museums, other rock clubs, magazines, area
radio stations, and local TV stations have been contacted, along with our army of volunteers handing out our flyers and rack cards.

Pat and | are asking everyone in the Club to help out with various jobs needed to run the Show smoothly. We need your help in the

following areas:

Security Patrol, Information/Raffle Table, Road Signs, Friday Night Set-up, Security for Display Cases, Sunday Take Down

In addition, someone is desperately needed to handle the light breakfast on Saturday and Sunday for Vendors and Volunteers.
We’ll have sign-up sheets for these positions at our October meeting. Without your help, this will not be a success.
Please contact Susan Read at: (928) 284-9547 or email at pdxprss@earthlink.net if you would like to sign up before the meeting.

Also this year, Saturday and Sunday we have three distinguished speakers; Dr. Carleton Moore (Saturday only), Mr. Walt Wright,
and Ms. Susan Zepkin. The speakers will be located in the Pre Lab Room just off of the major hallway, along with on going slide

presentations both days.

Looking forward to seeing you there. - Susan Read
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Rockhound Code of Conduct

Rockhound Code of Conduct from the AFMS website.
Revised July 7, 1999 at the AFMS Annual Meeting

| will respect both private and public property and will do no
collecting on privately owned land without permission from the

owner.

| will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing
collecting on public lands and will observe them.

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of
property on which | plan to collect.

| will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.

| will cause no willful damage to property of any kind such as
fences, signs, buildings, etc.

| will leave all gates as found.

I will build fires only in designated or safe places and will be

certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.

| will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.

| will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to
livestock.

| will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies.

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take
home only what | can reasonably use.

| will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well
the materials | have collected and will recycle my surplus for the
pleasure and benefit of others.

| will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate
Litter Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter,
regardless of how found.

| will cooperate with field-trip leaders and those in designated
authority in all collecting areas.

I will report to my club or federation officers, Bureau of Land
Management or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood
or other materials on public lands which should be protected for
the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and
scientific purposes.

| will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.

| will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use Good Outdoor Manners
and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to
the stature and public image of Rockhounds everywhere.
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OPAL - OCTOBER BIRTHSTONE

Opal is the modern October birthstone and the accepted gem for
the 13th wedding anniversary. Most opal is 50-65 million years
old, dating back to the Cretaceous period when dinosaurs roamed
the earth. Opal formed as silica from decomposing rocks mixed
with ground water which formed a silica gel that collected and
hardened in underground cavities and fissures. Opal’s chemical
formula is SiO2 .nH20. Opal’'s hardness on the Moh'’s scale is
6.5.

There are two distinct types of opal, common and precious. The
way the silica particles form determines which type. In precious
opal, silica particles are packed in regular rows and layers.
Moving the stone causes light to diffract, or split, as it grazes
the opal surface. This light diffusion shows iridescent flashes of
green, blue, aqua and sometimes yellowish or red colors which
are referred to as “fire”.

Color and Varieties

Black Opal comes from the Lightning Ridge region of Northern
New South Wales. It is the most rare and valuable opal. Fine
quality black opals often cost more per carat than diamonds.

Boulder opal occurs in the boulder opal belt, an area between the
New South Wales border and northwest Queensland. Boulder
opal forms on a dark ironstone base (the host rock) and occurs
as a thin uneven layer adhering to the ironstone. Because of the
uneven layers, sometimes part of the ironstone is visible on the
surface of the stone. Queensland Boulder Opal accounts for a
small percent of the world market, and because of its brilliance
and rarity can bring up to $1000. Light opal is the most common
type of opal found and refers to both the crystal type opal
(translucent) and the milky opal (opaque). It is the most common
variety of opal and is generally less expensive than gem quality
light opal. Brilliantly colored light opals may be quite expensive
with a value exceeding some Black and Boulder Opals. Precious
opal also occurs in Nevada and Idaho in the United States.

Brilliance or luster is one of the primary factors that determine
an opal’s value. An opal with strong intensity and color play adds
more value.

Opal takes its name from the Latin word Upala meaning precious
stone. The Romans believed opal was the symbol of hope and
purity. They called it cupid paederos (child as beautiful as love)
and thought the wearer safe from disease. - bernardine.com
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From the Payson Rimstones Rock Club

The December Coalition trip will be a campout, tentatively
in the Quartzite area.

Fieldtrips, Dec. 30 & 31; Tyson Wells Gem and Mineral
show, Jan. 1-10. So, lots to do!

Details TBA.

Contact Lynne Wheeler:

Home: 928-472-7170

Verizon cell: 928-978-4062

Email: lynnewheeler@gmail.com

Membership Application
(please print)
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone
Email

Renewal or New
Membership Desired (Check One)

Individual $10.00
Family $20.00
Junior (9-18)$5.00
If a family membership, please list the
names of family members below:

Would you like to receive your Newsletter by:
(Circle Yes or No)

Post Office (printed B/W) Yes or No
Email (in color) Yes or No

You may mail this application
with your dues to:
Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3284
Sedona, AZ 86340

Cut this section from the newsletter and mail to
the above address, or you are welcome to come
and join at one of our regular meetings.

Questions?
Call Pat McMahan: (928) 300-8333

www.sedonagemandmineral.org

We’'re making it as easy as possible to get your dues in!
Just cut out the application above, fill in the blanks, and
mail to:

Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3284
Sedona, AZ 86340

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

If there is anything you would like to have published in this
newsletter, please be sure to get it to me by the 1st of the month.
Also, any news, articles, and photos of events or rock collecting
trips are greatly appreciated!.

Email any info to: rockhound_86326@yahoo.com

Thank you!
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OCTOBER 2009

Oct. 10-11--PAYSON, ARIZONA: 12th annual show; Payson
Rimstones Rock Club; Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center,
Bingo Hall, Tonto Apache Reservation; adults $3, children
under 12 free; discount tickets available at Payson Chamber of
Commerce, Payson Library, Parks & Recreation Office; contact
Barry Jones, (928) 476-3513

Oct. 10-11--SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA: 35th annual show;
Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club; Elks Lodge, Wilcox Ave., 1 block
east of Buffalo Soldier Trail; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-4; free admission;
live demonstrations, educational displays, gems, jewelry, fossils,
equipment, lapidary supplies.

Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3284
Sedona, AZ 86340
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OCTOBER 2009

Oct. 17-18--SEDONA, ARIZONA: 9th annual show; Sedona
Gem & Mineral Club; Sedona Red Rock High School, 995 Upper
Red Rock Loop Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission;
speakers, kids’ crafts, meteorite and other displays, raffles,
mineral identification, sphere making and other demonstrations,
rocks, gemstones, minerals, fossils, beads, jewelry; contact Pat
McMahan, (928) 300-8333; or e-mail: pdxprss@earthlink.net.
Website: www.sedonagemandmineral.org

Oct. 17 Family Day at the Museum

Arizona Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ
Hours: Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Free Admission and Parking

Demonstrations and activities for children will be sponsored by
the Museum.

For event information call: 602-771-1611

For dealer booths contact: Darrell Dodd at 480-575-5214

NOVEMBER 2009

Nov. 6-8--BLACK CANYON CITY, ARIZONA: Show, “Rock-A-
Rama”; Braggin’ Rock Club; tailgaters, dealers, minerals, gems,
jewelry; contact Don, BRC, P.O. Box 308, Black Canyon City, AZ
85324, (623) 374-0202.




