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September  General Meeting is Tuesday,  7:00 pm,  Sept. 16,  at the Sedona Library off of Dry Creek Road in West 
Sedona. Guests are welcome. The Board of Directors meets at 5:00 pm the day before the General Meeting, also at 
the library.  Any members are welcome to attend and participate in input.

Sedona Red Rocking News 

September Meeting is Members Night

The traditional Members Night will be held on Septem-

ber16, Tuesday 7pm. at the Sedona Public Library. After a 

long, hot summer, it will be great to get together again. The 

program and activities are a result of participation of ALL 

members so be sure to bring a prized specimen or some 

new �nds that you may have acquired over the summer. We 

will have a brief business meeting; followed by the usual de-

licious refreshments and raf�e; and plenty of time to peruse 

members� displays.

In addition to the members� display tables, a few featured 

members have agreed to speak about their projects. We�ll 

hear from Ed Hodges who has been adorning walking sticks 

with his lapidary �nds for the last year or so. Patti Polk has 

also been busy this year teaching herself the art of PMC or 

Precious Metal Clay jewelry. She�ll explain the process and 

share some of her beautiful jewelry designs.

If you would like to tell about a recent rock-hunting trip, 

a special lapidary project or acquisition to your collection, 

call Danny Fitzpatrick (928-282-1184) and you can be on 

the program.

MEMBER DISPLAY TABLES: As in previous years, we will 

have tables set up around the room for you to display your 

specimens, carvings, jewelry or anything you�d like to share 

with the group. You may also include �unknown� specimens 

that you would like to have identi�ed by a Club expert. 

Please include your name and a brief description of all your 

items.

We want everyone to participate! Come and enjoy the eve-

ning with all your rockhound friends!

Patti Polk�s PMC necklace entitled �Harvest of Light.� The 
cabs used are Pink Tourmaline, Blue Lace Agate, Opal, 
Carnelian, & Peruvian Pink Opal beads.

OCTOBER MEETING  - 
NOTICE OF DATE CHANGE

Just a reminder that the October meeting will be held on 

the second Tuesday of the month, October 14, 2008 due to 

a date con�ict with the library. Be sure to mark your calen-

dars now.
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From Executive Board & General 
Minutes for May 20, 2008

The minutes from our last meeting are by now so far in the 
past that not much is still needed to be said.  But there are 
a few things to note:  

Balance of $15,508.34 was reported by Ray Cooke. 

One recent expense was presentation of SGMC�s 3rd annu-
al scholarship of $1000 to high school senior Taylor Kurz, 
whose interests are organic chemistry and medicine.

A club Education Coordinator is still needed. 

To encourage participation in the refreshment commit-
tee activities, President Kelly announced that members 
contributing cookies to the refreshment table or setting up 
and serving refreshments will now receive three free raf�e 
tickets for the evening�s raf�e.   So if you bring cookies to 
eat and favorite rocks to exhibit, you�re very likely to go 
home with a nice treasure from the raf�e.  Kelly thanked 
the volunteers who brought cookies to the May meeting.

Field Trips

Sedona Gem & Mineral Club Field Trip for 
Saturday, September 20  
will be to Grapevine Canyon for onyx. This is not a new 
trip �our club has done it before. But there are many who 
have not been there, especially newer members.

Bob Mieth will be giving more detailed information at the 
Sept. 16 meeting. He will also have maps to distribute. 

Brief comments on the road, which is rough:   We will be 
following a dirt road that leaves the Lake Mary road (Hwy 
125) for a slow and rocky trip to Grapevine Canyon. High 
clearance or 4-wheel recommended for part of this.

Coalition Trip #1
To Holbrook on Saturday, Sept. 27

 Trip will be led by Maricopa Lapidary Society.  They will 
be caravanning from I-17 & Bell Rd. Our members could 
meet them as theyt exit on Exit 294 off of I-40, east of 
Holbrook. Once people exit, there is a rock shop.curio 
shop just south of I-40 (next to the cattle auction site listed 
on the map Bob Mieth will have available at our Sept. 16 

meeting ), arrival time about 10:00 am. From there, it is 
just a small jaunt to the collecting site. Something with a bit 
more clearance than a passenger car is recommended. 

At the site, there are meteorites and also petri�ed wood to 
be found on the surface. Only tools needed were a collect-
ing bag, plenty of water, and perhaps a screwdriver or small 
weeding tool.

Coalition Trip #2
Saturday, Oct. 25, from 10:00 to 1:00
will be to the Cement Plant in Clarkdale.  Our club has 
been here once before.

Editor - I am copying the information below from Betty 
Deming�s article in the September Rockhound Record. She is 
the coalition person for the Mineralogical Society of Arizona. 
It is interesting, and has a little information on the Coali-
tion for newbies.

THOUGHTS ON OCTOBER COALITION TRIP
Contributed by Betty Deming, 
Arizona Mineralogocal Society.

Every club in the Coalition is supposed to plan at least one 
trip each year. Being the coalition person I contacted Mar-
gie Beach at the Phoenix Cement Plant in Clarkdale. I have 
been there on 2 trips. I led the one I think 2 years ago & we 
had 43 people show up. She gives a very interesting & infor-
mative talk on making cement. Doesn�t sound like it would 
be interesting, but it really is. We get a tour of the grounds, 
got to collect calcite in the quarry & go see the buffalo that 
were donated by the Indians. This would probably be the 
last chance to see the buffalo because they are looking for a 
better home for them & not in Arizona.

Everything would be the same except now they don�t allow, 
for safety purposes, collecting calcite. We could visit the lo-
cation of the limestone formations, which she said are un-
usual & there is material in the berms on the way to see 
the buffalo. They provide the bus & Margie needs to know 
approx. how many are going to be there. 

I need to know if there is an interest in the trip knowing 
that there is not much to collect. I need to hear from people 
that are interested. If there isn�t much interest I will cancel 
the trip. This is to be a coalition trip so will notify the other 
clubs in the coalition also.   

Betty L Deming 602-242-1553
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Another news item found in the Min-
eralogical Museum newsletter:
On reading the September Rockhound Record, it was noted 
that our own valued member, and valued Webmaster, Patti 
Polk, has also volunteered to be the Webmaster for the 
Mineralogical Society of Arizona. A very generous offer.
Thank you, Patti, for taking this on.

NEW MEMBERS Becky and Tom Solon just 
moved from East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania and are busy 
getting settled in their West Sedona home.  Becky and 
Tom joined the Sedona Gem & Mineral Club in March 
2008. 

Tom retired from the National Park Service after 32 years as 
a historical architect.  He is a member of the American In-
stitute of Architects, the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards and the Association for Preservation 
Technology International.  

Becky also retired from Federal civilian service after 24 
years with the U.S. Army as a Systems Engineer specializing 
in armaments and ammunition.  She is a member of the 
National Defense Industrial Association and the Interna-
tional Council on Systems Engineering with certi�cations 
as a Project Management Professional (PMP) from the 
Project Management Institute and as a Certi�ed Systems 
Engineer Professional (CSEP) from INCOSE.  With their 
careers behind them and a multitude of other interests 
awaiting their cultivation, they hope to become participat-
ing members of the SGMC.  

Becky won the Craftsman of the Month Award in February 
2008 for her chameleon necklace project, appearing in Rock 
& Gem magazine.

°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°
EQUIPMENT NEEDED:  Becky Solon is looking for a used 
Vibratory Tumbler, any make/model in as large a size as 
possible for processing bigger loads.  Contact her at 
bsolon18301@yahoo.com or at home at 928-282-8501.

°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°

Donation to Sedona Gem & Mineral 
Club, from Bob Clay, Son of our 
Fondly Femembered Dick Clay, 
our faithful and productive member for many years.
Dick passed away last November 2008.

His son is working on disposition of his estate. He has 
worked with Patti Polk and Pat McMahan, and with their 
help in selection, has just donated his rocks, mineral and 
gems to our club, and their transfer has been arranged.

The article on his passing appeared in our newsletter, of 
Jan. 2008, by Bernice Brown, and is now being repeated 
below:

DICK CLAY REMEMBERED   —     (By Bernice Brown)
Members were saddened to hear of the loss of our witty,
dedicated, dear Dick Clay on November 22. Dick became
an avid rockhound and a faithful member of the Sedona
Gem and Mineral Club shortly after moving to Sedona in

1991. He served as treasurer from 1996-1999, following
which he served ever after as auditor for the Club’s treasury

books. In 1999 he was voted Artisan of the Month,
and in 2001 and 2002 he served on the Board of Directors.

Until recent years, when Dick’s health began to fail, he
was proud to mention he had never missed a Club meeting,

and many will remember his part as an elf at the Club
holiday party. Also, Dick attended every annual show

during his membership, including the last one in October.
He usually could be found talking to folks at the welcome
table and the club booths. He will long be remembered by
those who had the privilege of knowing this gentle man.
Members were saddened to hear of the loss of our witty,

dedicated, dear Dick Clay on November 22nd. Dick became
an avid rock hound and a faithful member of the

Sedona Gem and Mineral Club shortly after moving to
Sedona in 1991. He served as treasurer from 1996 -1999,

following which he served ever after as auditor for the
Club’s treasury books. In 1999 he was voted Artisan of the

Month, and in 2001 and 2002 he served on the 
Board of Directors.

Dick always enjoyed making people smile, including children.
He not only created the popular “Plinko” game for

kids to play at the annual Gem Shows, but he volunteered
his service to tend the game, as well, which brought a

smile to his face and to the kids, as they claimed the prize
“at the bottom.”

Sedona Gem and Mineral Club newsletter of 
January 2008, Page 5
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SHOW TIME!

From our premier club exchange newslet-
ter - the Calgary Lapidary Journal of 
June, 2008

The Night Before Showtime
’Twas the night before showtime and all 

thru the place,
Every club member stirred at a breathtak-

ing pace.
Like the shoemaker’s elves each worked at 

his task,
All smiles - no grumbles, when hard jobs 

are asked.
The cases were crowded with exhibits exot-

ic
And show patrons thrilled with phrases ec-

static.
The show days brought hard work but also 

some fun,
And old friendships re-kindled over coffee 

and bun.
’Twas the night after show close, but do 

not despair,
Every club member was still doing his / her 

share.
The cases all folded and packed in the 

crate,
The building all tidied before it was late.

And the Show Chairman pondered, “I do 
have a hunch,

There never could be found a more wonder-
ful bunch!”

Author unknown; source Pebbles Jan1997
Via - Quarry Quips - April 2008

Our 7th annual Gem and Mineral Show is 
just around the corner!  We have 35 vendors, space 
for 10 exhibits, fabulous rafþe prizes, our wonderful 
Kid’s Korner, and the ASU Meteorite exhibit from 
ASU.  This promises to be the best show ever!  The 
dates are October 18th and 19th, Saturday 
(10am to 5pm) and Sunday (10am to 4pm), at 
the Sedona Red Rock High School Cafeteria. 
Admission and parking are free and food and 
beverages will be available.

Help is needed for the following:

1.  Flyer distribution.  5000 þyers need to be distrib-
uted throughout the greater Sedona area, including 
Oak Creek Canyon and the Village of Oak Creek and 
the rest of the Verde Valley.  It is especially important 
to go to the resorts, hotels, and bed and breakfasts, so 
they can put the þyers in their guest packets the week 
before the Show.

2.  Signs.  We have 3 A-shaped highway signs, but 
need 5 or 6 more paper box signs to be placed in stra-
tegic areas on campus, directing people where to park 
and where to enter the show.

3.  ñUndercover securityòand parking. Ed Hodges and 
Pat McMahan are arranging for security at night and 
during the day.  But we need Club members to be the 
ñeyesò out on the þoor.  

4.  Set up on Friday afternoon (3pm) and early on 
Saturday (7am).  Skirt the tables, set up rafþe, put out 
booth signs, help set up Kidôs Korner, greet the ven-
dors.  

5.  Take down and clean up.  After the show is ýnished 
we will remove the table skirts (fold and save for next 
year) and clean up the area.

6.  Staff the Welcome Table and help sell rafþe tickets 
on both days of the Show.  This is a great location to 
sign up new members and tell folks about our Club.

7.  Help in the Kidôs Korner both days of the show.  
Mary Jane Cooke needs all kinds of rock specimens to 
give away and use as prizes.

8.  Exhibits to ýll the 10 display cases.  This is a great 
opportunity to ñshow off your stuffò.  Each case is 
lighted and is 2 feet tall, 2 feet deep, and 4feet long. 
Let Pat or Linda know if you want to display.

9.  Weôre recruiting one of the student clubs at the 
high school to do our food booth again.

Watch for sign-up sheets at our meeting on Sept 16th. 



for all of these jobs.
 We need everyone�s help!  
If you have questions, call Linda Yee (203-9476).  Pat Mc-
Mahan is out of town until the week before the show, but 
is available by cell phone.

Interesting Tidbits
A Glossary of Rockhound 
Terms
GEOLOGIST - Person who learned 
about rocks in school.
ROCKHOUND - Person who learned 
about rocks the hard way.
PEBBLEPUP - Smart-mouthed kid who 
knows more about rocks than you.
FIELD TRIP - Impossible trek to inac-
cessible places for non-existent speci-
mens.
GEOLOGIST�S PICK - Handy gadget 
that you always have with you when you 
don�t need it and always leave at home when you do.
FIELD POLISH - Spit.
FIELD KIT - Paper Bag.
ROCK SHOW - Bunch of people displaying their
best specimens; another bunch trying to sell their worst.
SWAP - Mutual swindle.
STATION WAGON - Vehicle designed to satisfy
the colossal greed of rockhounds.
TUMBLER - Piece of equipment costing at least
$25, which makes $250 worth of stones saleable
at 25 cents each.
Author unknown, source: Pickin�s & Diggin�s Feb 2003,
via Quarry Quips, Apr. 2003

Which Bone Are You?
Someone once said that the membership of an
organization is made up of four bones ....
1) Some members are wishbones who spend
all their time wishing someone else would do the
work.
2) Some are jawbones who do all the talking and
very little else.
3) Some are knucklebones who knock everything that 
everyone else tries to do.
4) Others are backbones who carry the load and do the 
work!
Author unknown, source: Rocky Reader 12/95 via 
Quarry Quips, Apr. 2003

Arizona Mine Facts, By Raymond Grant
Last month, I said that there were 866 mineral species 
reported from Arizona. How does this compare with other 
states? I don�t know! Dick Bideaux always thought Arizona 
had the most species of any state, but I have never seen a 
good list of numbers for different states.
Bisbee is the Arizona locality with the largest number of 

minerals. It has 322 veri�ed miner-
al species. Dick Graeme has made 
it his life�s work to collect informa-
tion on Bisbee�s minerals and is re-
sponsible for the list. There is only 
one locality in the United States 
with more mineral species. That 
is the Franklin-Sterling Hill area 
in New Jersey that has over 360 
minerals. In the entire world  there 
are probably only 7 or 8 localities 
that have produced more than 300 
different minerals.

�Bisbee is the type or cotype locality for seven minerals. 
They are chalcoalumite, graemite, henryite, kidcreekite, 
paramelaconite, shattuckite, and spangolite. The Grand 
Reef mine, Graham County, is also the type locality for 
seven minerals, and the Mammoth-St. Anthony mine (or 
Tiger), Pinal County, is the type locality for eight minerals, 
and Tombstone is the type or co-type locality for ten min-
erals. So Bisbee is not the record holder for Arizona in that 
category. Specimens from Bisbee generally command a high 
price, so if you have some hold on to them, and if you see a 
reasonably priced specimen you should purchase it.

FrmRockhoundRecord, 9/08

http://www.amfed.org/news/n2008_09.pdf
To your editor�s surprise, there has been a big change in the 
format of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societ-
ies newsletter this month. It�s now 12 pages of very �ne print, 
with loads of information. A really important note excerpted 
from the aticle by our national president, Shirley Leeson:   
In the Northwest, Lyle Vogelpohl, NFMS Treasurer an-
nounced that for the �rst time in many years the NFMS 
has increased its membership instead of decreasing it. This 
is encouraging to say the least. Your editor will be enlarging 
on this and more from AFMS in next month�s newsletter.
   Another brief note:  A BEADING section is in the process of 
being added to the AFMS Rules Book for 2009.	
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  Sedona Gem & Mineral Club � Of�cers     
2008

  President:  Kelly Quester   203-9372
  1st Vice-pres. (Program Chair):  Danny              
Fitzpatrick  282-1184
  2nd Vice-pres. (Field Trips):  Bob Mieth  
760-485-7589			 
  3rd Vice-pres. (Newsletter Editor):  Marge 
Herkenham	 282-4291
  Secretary:  Janet Walters  284-1339
  Treasurer:  Ray Cooke	   284-4740




